the type bar

Letters to a Place

Type Bar Activity - Type Art

The typewriter can be used for more than just lines on the page. Many artists use typewriters to
draw pictures, create designs and more. With Letters of Place we explore the letter format and
combine it with some basic typewriter art in the discovery of place.

The question is, “What is a place you especially love or despise?” Additionally, “How would
you describe this place and how would you represent it on the page?

The Solo Practice: The participant types the letter themselves. Use this technique
(instead of The Type Bar Practice of dictation) to explore type art on the page.

Pick some place that has special meaning to you at the moment and that will give you ample
material to type about.

Divide a full sheet of paper in half with a fold or a pencil line before you insert it in the typewriter.

On one side of the fold (whether above, below, right or left of the fold does not matter), write a
letter to the place. This may be in any form you are inspired to use.

You can give yourself a timed write if it helps you to get the thoughts down. Five to seven minutes
should be plenty.

Once you have written about the place, move to the other side of the fold. Use the techniques in
“The Anatomy and Physiology of the Typewriter” to paint a picture of the place you’ve described.

Give yourself more time to complete this.

Sign and mail the letter to yourself, or to anyone who may share your place with you.
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March 1, 2016

Dear Kaplelani Park,

Really, honestly. It has been too long. As the moods and temp-
eratures riege and fall 1n the rest of the world, you always keep
your lush green peace. On one end flanked by the sirens and
drunkeness of a mall of tourists, all clamcuring for a moment's
rest iln paradiee...and con the other end always valliantly
bowing to your diamond head brother. You were the park of my dreams.
Where I could exerclse and sweat. Where I could meet fri=snds.
Where I could make out in the back seat. And where I could jump
into the reclling surf whenever 1t all became to much. Thank you
for helping me work on my core, creating the moment where I could
meet my mate, and for shining so gloricusly in the sunlight and
the mocnlight. Though I do miss your festivals and lines of
holiday tents and barbecues, I know I am continuing on the
right path. And I belleve you will be there for me when I
return. Keep up the great work and keep your head above water.

Sincerely,

Kelly
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